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sun, but chiefly because of the more marked contrast
existing between his various seasons. Hence, if there
are living creatures on Mars, it can scarcely be doubted
that an arrangement such as that which prevails on
ear*h is yet more necessary to the welfare of the
Martialists. Thus we derive an argument from the
a priori consideration of the nature of Martial require-
ments, to favour our interpretation of the phenomena
actually observed.

Perhaps the reader may be disposed to inquire
whether the clearing up of a portion of the Martial
disc observed by Lockyer and Dawes admits of inter-
pretation in a similar way. To this it may be replied,
that from the observed position of the region in
question, the Martial time of day these must have
been somewhere about noon when Mr. Lockyer began
his observations, and about one o'clock in the afternoon
(according to our terrestrial mode of reckoning) when
Mr. Dawes observed the planet. It is no uncommon
thing to see our terrestrial skies clear up soon after
mid-day; and if the veil which conceals the Martial
features is really cloudy, this is precisely what happened
out yonder, forty millions of miles away from us, on
the day in question.

I think the reader will at least concede that the
explanation here given of these peculiarities is more
natural than one which was put forward some time
sinde by an^eminent French astronomer. He urged
that Martial vegetation, instead of being green like
ours, is red; hence in the Martial summer the surface,